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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: August 13, 2010 
 
TO: Legislative Budget and Audit Committee 
FROM: David Teal 
 Director 
 
SUBJECT: Preparation for the August 20, 2010 LB&A Meeting 
 
OMB submitted the following RPLs for consideration at the August 20, 2010 Legislative Budget and 
Audit Committee meeting.  These RPLs, along with Legislative Finance comments, are posted on our web 
site at http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/  
 

RPL# Agency Allocation/Program Amount Fund Source 
05-1-0036 
 

Education and Early 
Development 

Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian 
Program Grant 

$185,400 Federal Receipts- 
Operating 

06-0-0693 Health and Social  
Services 

Office of Children’s Services  
Title IV-E Increase 

$922,000 ARRA Funds -  
Operating 
(FY2010) 

06-1-0167 
 

Health and Social  
Services

Food Stamp Program (SNAP) 
 

$669,139 ARRA Funds – 
Operating  

06-1-0173 Health and Social  
Services 

Workforce Development Loan 
Repayment Funds 

$210,853 MHTAAR – 
Operating  

07-1-1018 Labor and Workforce 
Development 

AVTEC Federal Pell Grant Increase 
and Federal Direct Loan Program 

$1,006,800 Federal Receipts – 
Operating  

45-0-0034 University of Alaska Additional Federal Receipt Authority
For University of Alaska (UA),  
Anchorage Campus 

$1,300,000 Federal Receipts -  
Operating 
(FY2010) 

45-1-1100 
Capital 

University of Alaska Combined Request for ARRA  
Funding 

$2,623,211 ARRA Funds – 
Capital  

 
cc: Senator Meyer Senator Hoffman Linda Hay  
             Representative Dahlstrom Senator Huggins Paulyn Swanson 
             Representative Hawker Senator Menard              James Armstrong 
             Representative Neuman Senator Stedman Pat Davidson 
             Representative Thomas Senator Olson John Bitney 
             Representative Doogan               Josh Applebee  
             Representative Stoltze               Tim Grussendorf  
             Representative Tuck               Miles Baker  
 

 



Agency Contact:  Sue Sherif, State Librarian, Libraries, Archives and Museums, (907) 269-6569 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Danith Watts, (907) 465-5435 
 

Department of Education & Early Development 
Division of Libraries, Archives and Museums (LAM) 

 
 

Subject of RPL:  Laura Bush 21st Century 
Librarian Program Grant 

ADN/RPL #:  05-1-0036 
 

Amount requested:  $ 185,427  Appropriation Authority:  Sec 1, Ch 41, SLA 10, 
Pg 13, Ln 6 

Funding source:  Federal Receipts - 
FY2011 Operating 

Statutory Authority:  AS 14.56.030 
  

 
PURPOSE 
The Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program supports projects to develop faculty and library 
leaders, recruit and educate the next generation of librarians, conduct research on the library 
profession, and support early career research on any area of library and information science by 
tenure-track, untenured faculty in graduate schools of library and information science.  It also 
supports projects to encourage careers in librarianship, build institutional capacity in graduate 
schools of library and information science, and to assist in the professional development of 
librarians and library staff. 
 
This grant award will assist the Alaska State Library in supporting paraprofessional and 
professional continuing education and training, through organizing and conducting a summit in 
the spring of 2011.  Participants will include 83 libraries, archives and museum staff who are 
Alaska Native or serve significant Alaska Native populations. 
  
The State Library will be working with a diverse group of for-profit and non-profit organizations 
to develop a strategic plan that addresses the sustainability of education initiatives, develop a 
web site to more effectively disseminate continuing education and professional development 
opportunities, and to deliver three workshops using a variety of traditional and technology-
enabled methods. The grant meets the goals approved in the federal 5-year Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA) Plan for the Alaska State Library.  
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
There was no previous legislative consideration. 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
In December 2009, the department submitted an application to the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) for a Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program grant, but did not 
learn its’ status until mid-June when they received the notice of grant award.  The timing 
precluded this request from meeting the deadline for consideration at the June 25, 2010 LB&A 
meeting.  The grant award spans a two-year period, from October 1, 2010 through September 30, 
2012.  
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
LAM currently has an unobligated federal authorization balance of approximately $53,000; 
however, with receipt of this grant, and a potential increase for the annual Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the coming year, the department requests an increase in federal  
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Agency Contact:  Sue Sherif, State Librarian, Libraries, Archives and Museums, (907) 269-6569 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Danith Watts, (907) 465-5435 

 
authority for the full grant amount of $185,427.   An estimate of the balance at the end of 
FY2011 will be included in the FY2012 budget request. 
 
IMLS funds requested for student support or research projects are not subject to matching 
requirements.  However, all other IMLS funds must be matched on a 1:1 basis.  While this grant 
does have a match requirement, the cost sharing will be met through existing LAM salaries and 
contributions ($108,460) and other organizations ($49,575) over the two-year period.  No new 
state funds are needed and no new positions will be created. 
 
Approval of this request will give the Alaska State Library the funding to support the Alaska 
Native Libraries, Archives, and Museums Summit and to plan further continuing education for 
Summit participants.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  This RPL is intended to give sufficient FY11 federal 
receipt authorization to the Alaska Library and Museums appropriation, Library 
Operations allocation, to receive the Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program Grant 
and to absorb a potential increase for the annual Library Services Technology Act (LSTA) 
grant.  Approval would increase the FY11 Enacted federal receipts budget of $1,045.5 to 
$1,230.9.  No general funds are required.  This grant would fund a contract position for the 
duration of the grant only.  
 















Department of Health and Social Services  
Office of Children’s Services 

Components:  Foster Care Base Rate, Foster Care Augmented Rates, Subsidized Adoptions and 
Guardianships, and Residential Child Care 

 
 
Subject of RPL:  Title IV-E ARRA  
FMAP 

ADN/RPL #:  06-0-0693 

Amount requested:  $ 922,000 
 

Appropriation Authority:  Ch12, SLA 2009, Sec1, 
pg 21, ln 11-12 & 16-18 

Funding source:  Federal (ARRA) receipts -  
FY2010 Operating 

Statutory Authority:  AS 47.40 

 
PURPOSE  
 
The Office of Children’s Services (OCS) FY10 federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
Title IV-E FMAP budget authority is insufficient to receive all eligible receipts.  This request will increase 
the level budget authority in several components to fully collect earned ARRA federal revenue.   
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
 
The authority to collect ARRA federal revenue was first appropriated by the Legislature in FY2009 in 
response to the temporary enhanced levels of federal reimbursement that impacted multiple statewide 
programs including Medicaid and Foster Care. In FY2010 and FY2011 $1,023,600 ARRA was authorized 
for the allocations as indicated in the table below. Previous RPLs for this activity have not been considered. 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
 
When the ARRA increases to the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) were announced, the 
primary federal focus was on the implementation of the Medicaid ARRA enhanced reimbursement rate.  
ARRA funding in OCS is earned because FMAP is also used to calculate reimbursement rates for the 
Administration for Children and Families Title IV-E program, but little was known about how ARRA would 
be applied to foster care.  Our best guess as to how ARRA would impact our Title IV-E programs fell short 
by about 15% in FY2010.  
 
Approval of this request now will allow for the appropriate accounting of FY2010 ARRA federal revenue as 
Title IV-E reimbursements. Claiming occurs quarterly, and any request within the operating budget process 
outside of this one will be too late for FY2010. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: Unlike Medicaid—for which an enhanced FMAP rate 
reduced the need for GF—the general fund savings (in OCS) due to the change in 
reimbursement rate were offset by increases in costs. The Department has sufficient 
authorization for general funds and federal receipts, but has insufficient ARRA authorization. 
If this RPL is not approved, the Department will be unable to properly account for revenue 
and expenditures when the books are closed at the end of FY10, forcing the department to ask 
the legislature to ratify the expenditure of ARRA funds.  
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BUDGETARY ISSUES 
 
This request is the result of under-estimating Title IV-E participation amounts prior to the issuance of 
implementation instructions for ARRA and increased costs related to increased numbers of adoptions and 
guardianships. There were 266 new adoptions in FY2008, 343 in FY2009, and 305 in FY2010.  Costs 
increased by $2.4 million over that same time period.  OCS was able to cover increased general fund 
expenditures and federal receipt authority within the division, but was not able to cover the increased ARRA 
authority needed. Other increases occurred in Foster Care Special Needs ($400,000) and Foster  
Care Base Rates ($70,000) from FY2009 to FY2010.   
 
This federal ARRA receipt authority is needed to match increased general fund costs in OCS grant lines and will 
not replace the need for existing general funds.  The amount of ARRA authorization requested is based on 
FY2010 projected expenditures plus a small margin of error for potential additional eligible federal ARRA 
revenue.  This request does not impact staffing levels.   
 

 

Component 
FY10 

Authorized 

FY10 
Estimated 
Claiming Difference 

Requested 
Increase 

Foster Care Base Rate 243.6 452.2 208.6  225.0 
Foster Care Augmented Rates 0.0 3.9 3.9  5.0 
Foster Care Special Needs 0.0 15.0 15.0  15.0 
Subsidized Adoptions 780.0 1,436.3 656.3  675.0 
Residential Child Care 0.0 1.4 1.4  2.0 
Totals 1,023.6 1,908.8 885.2  922.0 

 
 
The ARRA program operates on a federal fiscal year and the Department of Health and Social Services 
anticipates it will be extended through FFY2011. A FY2011 supplemental request for federal ARRA 
authority for this program is also anticipated. 
 
 
 
Agency Contact and Telephone:   
Alison Elgee, 465-1630 

 
 
 

OMB Approved: _______________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
 













Department of Health and Social Services  
Division of Public Assistance, Administration Component 

 
 
Subject of RPL:  Food Stamp Program (SNAP) ADN/RPL #:  06-1-0167 
Amount requested:  $669,139 Appropriation Authority:  Ch17, SLA2009, Sec 1, 

pg 3, ln 14 (HB199)  
Funding source:  Federal Authority (ARRA) – 

FY2011 Operating 
Statutory Authority:  AS 47.25.975 

PURPOSE 

The Division of Public Assistance (DPA), Public Assistance Administration component is requesting an 
additional $669,139 in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) federal authority for Alaska’s 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which is known in the state as the Food Stamp 
Program.  

Over the past year, similar to the growth seen across the nation, DPA has faced a dramatic increase in the 
number of applications for service as a result of the weakened economy and increased rates of 
unemployment. The number of households receiving food stamp benefits in Alaska has increased from 
29,000 in June 2009 to over 32,000 in June 2010 (19%).  This unprecedented growth in the food stamp 
caseload has strained DPA’s ability to keep up with adequate levels of customer service, timeliness and 
accuracy of decisions, and other program performance expectations. This funding supports the long-term 
plans of the division to improve business process efficiency and ensure that public assistance program 
benefits are delivered timely and accurately. 

The Division will purchase contractual services that will continue its efforts to improve business practices 
and customer service through “LEAN” process management tools and techniques. The “LEAN” process, 
which looks at critical business practices, will enable DPA to create capacity to manage increasing 
caseloads which is expected to avoid or limit requests for additional positions.  

 PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 

During the 2009 legislative session, $462,000 in ARRA funds were appropriated for SNAP administrative 
costs in FY2009 and FY2010 (Ch 17, SLA 2009 (HB199)).   

TIMING ISSUES 

These funds must be spent or obligated by 9/30/2011. If authority is not received for this funding request, 
the division will not be able to utilize the additional federal ARRA funds intended to help states manage 
increased workloads with existing manpower by continuing its efforts to streamline business processes and 
improve efficiency in benefit delivery.  

Approval is needed now to enable the Division to complete the required work in FY2011 and before the end 
of the grant award period. 

 BUDGETARY ISSUES 

Authority to receive the additional ARRA funding was not anticipated during the FY2011 Governor’s 
budget process. The federal agency originally indicated that the funding for these administrative services 
would be received as regular federal revenue, not as federal ARRA revenue. Currently, an additional 
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$669,139 in additional federal ARRA funding is available to the state as indicated in the Department of 
Defense (DOD) Appropriation bill and the attached grant award documents from the United States 
Department of Agriculture.  The previous $462,000 of ARRA funding appropriated under Chapter 17, SLA 
2009 (HB199) has been fully obligated.  

The funds will primarily be spent in the contractual services line. The Division spent FY2009 and FY2010 
appropriation funds to improve Food Stamp program benefit accuracy and business processes.  

If approved, the division expects to have accomplished its purpose of improving methods of operation to the 
point that additional initiatives can be accomplished within current funding levels.  

These federal ARRA and Defense Appropriations Act funds are 100% federal and do not require any state 
match. If the authority for the additional funds is not approved, any costs for business process improvements 
that must be undertaken will be paid for through existing Food Stamp administrative funds which require a 
50% general fund match.  

Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: There are no technical problems with this RPL.  
Agency Contact and Telephone:   
Alison Elgee, Assistant Commissioner: 907-465-1630 
 
 
 
OMB Approved: _______________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
 

 













Department of Health and Social Services 
Division of Health Care Services, Health Planning & Infrastructure 

 
Subject of RPL: Workforce Development Loan 

Repayment Funds 
ADN/RPL #:  06-1-0173 

Amount requested: $210,853 Appropriation Authority: Ch41, SLA2010, Sec1, 
pg22, ln20 

Funding source:   MHTAAR - 
     FY2011 Operating 

Statutory Authority:  
AS 37.14.001-099 and AS 47.30 

PURPOSE 
 
The Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Health Care Services and the Alaska Mental 
Health Trust Authority (Trust) request expenditure authority in the amount of $210,853 in Mental Health 
Trust Authority Authorized Receipts (MHTAAR) to match federal US Department of Health and Human 
Services Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) State Loan Repayment funds through the 
Division of Health Care Services. These funds contribute to the state portion of the SHARP loan repayment 
program, which recruits health care practitioners willing to work in high-need areas in exchange for help in 
student loan debt relief. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
 
Trustees of the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority approved this expenditure at its July 7, 2010 
Executive Committee meeting.  It was not included in the Mental Health Budget bill.  DHSS and the Trust 
are supportive of attracting and retaining health care practitioners in high-need Alaskan areas.  
 
TIMING ISSUES 
 
The recommended FY2011 MHTAAR increment is necessary in order to fully utilize the currently available 
$600,000 of Federal HRSA grant funds.   For each Federal dollar, a matching non-federal dollar must be 
available.  Alaska’s SHARP program is in the process of fielding applications from 23 practitioners, across 
a broad spectrum of primary care occupations, with each practitioner working on a two-year service 
contract. 
 
If this funding to match the Federal HRSA grant is not in the State budget by the beginning of September, 
2010, the Federal funding availability will be cut by this amount; and health-care practitioner loans of 
$421,706 cannot be finalized.  This will have a direct negative impact on health care services in high-need 
areas of Alaska. 
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
 
This project and funding is aligned with the department’s goal to manage an integrated and comprehensive 
behavioral health system based on sound policy, effective practices, and open partnerships.  The funding 
will enable the department and division’s contribution to the goals of making health care accessible to all 
Alaskans and to protect Alaskan’s health, safety, and quality of life.  There are no current general fund 
impacts. In addition, there will be no impact on positions or staff months. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: There is sufficient federal authority available for planned 
expenditures; this RPL adds the required state matching funds. There are no technical 
problems with this RPL.  
 
 



Agency Contact and Telephone:   
 
Delisa Culpepper, COO, Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority & Alison Elgee, DHSS, 465-1630 

 
OMB Approved: _______________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
 



































Department of Labor and Workforce Development 
Alaska Vocational Technical Center Component 

 
Subject of RPL: AVTEC Pell Grant Increase and 

Federal Direct Loan Program 
ADN/RPL #:  07-1-1018 

Amount requested: $1,006,800 Appropriation Authority: Sec 1 Ch 41 SLA 2010 
Pg 30 Ln 29 

Funding source:   Federal Receipts – FY2011 
Operating 

Statutory Authority: AS 44.31.020 (7) 

 
PURPOSE 

The Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Alaska Vocational Technical Center (AVTEC) 
component requests $1,006,800 of additional federal grants line authorization to accommodate an 
increase in federal Pell Grant awards to students and the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program 
for new federal student loans starting July 1, 2010.  Approval of this request would increase the total 
FY2011 federal authorization for AVTEC from $493,200 to $1,500,000. 

 
Students apply for Federal Title IV Pell Grants through the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) process.  The students are the actual recipients of the federal funds, with AVTEC being a pass-
through agency.  The US Department of Education (DOE) has increased the maximum Federal Title IV 
Pell Grant award to post-secondary students in FY2011 by $300 per award.  Also, starting in FY2010, 
DOE has started authorizing a second Pell Grant award for students who received a Pell Grant award 
earlier in the year, this will occur again in FY2011 and future fiscal years.  Pell Grant awards for 
AVTEC students in FY2011 are expected to total approximately $600,000. 

 
With enactment of the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act (HCERA) of 2010, all Title IV 
eligible post-secondary institutions must use the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program (direct 
loans) for new federal student loans starting July 1, 2010.  Similar to the Pell Grant awards, students will 
apply through the FAFSA process and will be the actual recipients of the federal funds, with AVTEC 
being a pass-through agency.  After July 1, 2010, AVTEC will certify the direct loans online and 
disburse the funds for AVTEC students.  At this time it is anticipated that the direct loans for AVTEC 
students in FY2011 will total approximately $700,000-$800,000. 
 
An additional $100,000 in federal grants line authority has been built into this request due to uncertainty 
as to what the actual volume of the direct loans and Pell Grant awards will be. 

 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 

In FY2010, AVTEC requested and was granted an additional $18,200 in federal authorization for the 
changes to the Pell Grants awards (RPL#: 07-0-1149).  There have been no previous department 
requests or legislative appropriations for the direct loans to run through AVTEC.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: An FY10 RPL request for $18,200 for the same purpose was 
requested (and approved) at the June 25, 2010 LB&A Committee meeting. At that time, the 
LB&A Committee was alerted that the Department would be submitting another RPL request for 
FY11. The Committee may receive an FY11 RPL request for Pell Grant funding from the 
University once funding sources (i.e., federal receipts versus ARRA funding) become clearer.  
 

TIMING ISSUES 
The budgeted federal authorization for Pell Grant awards was sufficient prior to FY2010, when DOE 
first issued a second round of Pell Grant awards.  The issuance of second Pell Grant awards will 
continue into the future with no known sunset date.  The effective date for the direct loans program is 



July 1, 2010.  AVTEC will be responsible for certifying and disbursing direct loans to students.  These 
changes cannot be absorbed within the existing federal authorization. 

 
If AVTEC does not receive the increased authorization the funds available for future training activities 
will be reduced.  There may also be an issue relating to not disbursing the Pell Grant awards and direct 
loans which could jeopardize AVTEC’s qualification as a Title IV funding institution.  Losing Title IV 
Pell Grant award authorization and direct loans for AVTEC students could reduce the number of 
Alaskans seeking vocational and technical training at AVTEC because of financial limitations.   
 
Although federal regulations regarding the second Pell Grant award were finalized on October 29, 2009, 
the actual federal authorization shortfall was not known in time to be incorporated in the FY2011 
budget.  Training for AVTEC staff on the changes was not received until April and May 2010.  HCERA 
was not signed until March 30, 2010 and on April 2, 2010 AVTEC received a letter from DOE 
providing a high level description of its provisions.   

 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 

Providing Federal Title IV Pell Grant awards and direct loans is aligned with AVTEC’s mission to 
provide training to prepare state residents for jobs that are Alaska’s future.  Having the opportunity to 
receive Pell Grant awards and/or direct loans allows students to pay for much of their training costs. 
 
Since DOE will reimburse AVTEC for all Pell Grant awards, the federal authorization to receive and 
disburse these funds will not increase AVTEC’s operational costs.  AVTEC is a pass-through agency 
from DOE to post-secondary students. 

 
The Pell Grant award and direct loan changes continue into the foreseeable future. Therefore, the 
department will submit a related FY2012 federal grants line authorization budget request for AVTEC. 
 
 

Agency Contact and Telephone:  Guy Bell, 465-2702 
 
OMB Approved: 
 











Agency Contact:  Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Danith Watts, (907) 465-5435 
 

University of Alaska Anchorage 
 
 
Subject of RPL:  Additional Federal Receipt 
Authority for University of Alaska (UA),  
Anchorage Campus 

ADN/RPL #: 45-0-0034 
 

Amount Requested:  
$1,300,000 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 1, Ch. 12, 
SLA 2009, Page 43, Line 8  

Funding Source:  Federal Receipts – 
Operating 

Statutory Authority: AS 14.40.40 
 

 
PURPOSE 
The University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA) is requesting $1.3 million in additional federal receipt 
authority from $23.3 million to $24.6 million.  The additional authority will enable UAA to record the 
additional federal revenue and federal expenditures in FY10. 
 
As part of the FY10 budget submission process to the State, UA was requested to remove unrealizable 
non-general fund budget authority by reducing the federal receipts and university receipts budget 
authorities.  UAA’s federal receipts authority was reduced by $4.7 million.  That reduction, along with the 
multiple appropriation structure in FY10, took away UA’s flexibility to move receipt authority across 
appropriations.  As a system, UA has not exceeded its federal receipt authority.  UA’s FY10 federal 
receipt authority is $131.6 million and actual federal receipts are $120.5 million; leaving an authorized 
federal receipt balance of $11.1 million. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: This RPL is intended to avoid the ratification process. UAA has 
already spent the money in question, leaving the legislature with three choices: 

1. Violate the Constitution by permitting money to leave the treasury without appropriation; 
2. Ratify the overexpenditure during the FY12 budget cycle; or 
3. Increase authorization via the RPL process. 

Based on the aims of simplicity, timeliness and full disclosure, Legislative Finance recommended 
the RPL route to the University. Although an RPL for a completed fiscal year is unusual, FY10 
books remain open through August, and the RPL process appears to be the most efficient means to 
resolve the issue. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
This is a new request for FY2010 and was not considered by the Finance Committee during previous 
legislative sessions.  
 
TIMING ISSUES 
The University was aware that in FY10 federal receipt authority would be very close at UAA due to the 
increased Pell activity of almost $1.0 million.  Projections for federal grant activity indicated that existing 
authority levels would be sufficient.  However, the actual spend rate on federal projects exceeded 
historical averages, therefore causing the need for additional authority.  Grants awards are typically for 
multiple years, with multiple factors that can affect the spend rates.  
 
In recognition of the lack of flexibility under the multiple appropriation structure, as part of the FY11 
budget, the legislature moved funding authority equal to 3 percent of university receipts and federal 
receipts from each appropriation into a system-wide appropriation for distribution by the Board of 
Regents, as necessary.  This change should help address any receipt authority issues that may occur in 
FY11. 
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Agency Contact:  Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Danith Watts, (907) 465-5435 

 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
All of the federal projects are directly aligned with the University of Alaska’s long term plans and 
mission for the University of Alaska Anchorage:  “The mission of the University of Alaska Anchorage is 
to discover and disseminate knowledge through teaching, research, engagement, and creative expression.” 
 
No State general funds will be used, nor is any match required. This request adds an additional $1.3 
million to the University’s existing federal authority contained within Sec. 1, Ch. 12, SLA 2009. 



Agency Contact:  Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Danith Watts, (907) 465-5435 

University of Alaska 
 

 
Subject of RPL  Combined request for ARRA 
Funding 

ADN/RPL #: 45-1-1100 
 

Amount Requested:  
$2,623,211 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 9, Lines 12-16   

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 2009 
– FY2011 Capital 

Statutory Authority: AS 14.40.40 
 

 
  
PURPOSE 
The requested federal stimulus receipt authority will allow the University of Alaska to accept the 
following awards: 
 
UAF-NSF: MRI-R2:  Acquisition of a Configurable Supercomputer for Arctic Research in the 
amount of $1,481,252 for the budget period 08/01/2010 through 07/31/2013, award OCI-
0960175. 
 
UAF-NIH:  Novel, subtype selective potentiators of nicotinic acetycholine receptors in the 
amount of $325,757 for the budget period of 9/01/2010 through 8/31/2011, year two of award 
5R01NS066059-02.    
 
UAA-NIH: Location-Based Monitoring and Intervention for Alcohol Use Disorders in the 
amount of $812,278 for the budget period 9/01/2010 through 8/31/2011, award 
5RC2AA019422-02. 
 
UAF-USGS:  Novel ANSS Alaska Seismic Station Upgrade in the amount of $3,924 for the 
budget period of 07/01/2010 through 9/15/2011, award G09AC00496-amended.    
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
The projects were not previously considered.  They are new or amended multi-year federal 
awards received after February 25, 2010 and have not been requested as part of the University’s 
budget. 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, which authorized short-term federal spending, designed to stimulate 
the American economy.  Federal stimulus receipt authority was not included in the FY2010 
budget because ARRA funding was not available for application until February 17, 2009.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
These projects are directly aligned with the University of Alaska’s long term plans and mission 
for the University of Alaska Fairbanks:  “The University of Alaska Fairbanks,  
the nation’s northernmost Land, Sea and Space Grant University and international research 
center, advances and disseminates knowledge through teaching, research and public service with 
an emphasis on Alaska, the circumpolar North and their diverse peoples.  UAF – America’s 
Arctic University – promotes academic excellence, student success and lifelong learning” and 
the University of Alaska Anchorage:  “The mission of the University of Alaska Anchorage 
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Agency Contact:  Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Danith Watts, (907) 465-5435 
 

is to discover and disseminate knowledge through teaching, research, engagement, and 
creative expression,” 
 
 
No State General Funds will be used, nor is any match required.  The federal stimulus funds will 
be expended during the period FY2011 through FY2014. This request adds an additional 
$2,623,211 to the University’s existing federal economic stimulus authority for competitive, 
discretionary, and incentive grants capital project appropriation contained within Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009. 
 
A copy of the award documents are attached.  
 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  This RPL requests approval to spend additional 
stimulus funds received through a competitive process; no stimulus funds will be diverted 
from other Alaska projects and no general funds are required.  As of June 25, 2010, the 
University of Alaska has been awarded and the Legislative Budget & Audit Committee has 
approved 66 grants totaling $189.4 million in stimulus funds for capital, plus $5.2 million 
for operating related to Federal College Work Study and Federal Pell Grants. There are 
also 37 proposals pending (totaling $61.5 million) for federal ARRA funds. 
 


































































































































